The involvement of patients and the wider public in health research has been reported increasingly over the last decades. The rationale for including a patient and public perspective in research, including in systematic reviews and qualitative studies, has been advocated by authorities such as the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) advisory group, INVOLVE. 
Sustaining patient and public involvement and engagement in research
The involvement of patients and the wider public in health research has been reported increasingly over the last decades. The rationale for including a patient and public perspective in research, including in systematic reviews and qualitative studies, has been advocated by authorities such as the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) advisory group, INVOLVE. Study teams involve RUG members throughout the research cycle and in a range of study design, including clinical trials, qualitative studies, systematic reviews and epidemiological (survey and medical record reviews) studies. PPIE activity is part of the research and implementation culture and depends on dedicated RUG members, engaged staff, senior support, and an established PPIE infrastructure. 4 RUG members may join study advisory groups, contributing to specific elements of a study, such as agreeing priorities for research, recruitment strategies, outcome measures, participant information, data analysis and interpretation and dissemination. In addition, RUG members may be supported to be funding application co-applicants, and members of Study Steering Committees. The Keele RUG has been selected to be a "test-bed site" for testing standards on public engagement. Carolyn A. Chew-Graham
